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Maḥammad b. Nāṣir (d. 1085/1674) 
Aḥmad b. Nāṣir al-Khalīfa (d. 1129/1717) 
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Once: 10.000 to 20.000 
manuscripts

Today: 4,777 manuscripts



French Colonial Rule: 1912 – 1956
Moroccan Independence: 1956



Sharḥ Asmāʾ Allāh al-ḥusnā by Muḥammad b. Yūsuf al-Sanūsī, copied by Dāwūd b. ʿAbd 
al-Munʿim b. Muḥammad as-Sanūtī (MSS Tamgrūt No. 1562/1624)



Sharḥ al-ṣudūr bi-sharḥ ḥāl al-mawtā wa-l-qubūr by Jalāl al-Dīn ʿAbd ar-Raḥmān al-
Suyūṭī, copied by Aḥmad b. Abī Bakr al-Qaraf (MSS Tamgrūt No. 61/259)



Mawāhib al-jalīl fī
sharḥ mukhtaṣar by
Muḥammad al-
Ruʿaynī al-Mālikī, 
copied by Aḥmad b. 
ʿAbd Allāh al-ʿAyyāshī
(MSS Tamgrūt No. 
236/471)



Mawāhib al-jalīl fī sharḥ mukhtaṣar by Muḥammad al-Ruʿaynī, copied by Aḥmad b. 
ʿAbd Allāh al-ʿAyyāšī (MSS Tamgrūt No. 236/471)



Silāḥ al-Muʾmin by Muḥammad b. Muḥammad b. Humām (al-Miṣrī al-Ġarnāṭī), copied
by Muḥammad b. Muḥammad Ibn al-Qasam (MSS Tamgrūt No. 83/261)



al-Jāwāhir wa-l-durar by ʿAbd al-Wahhāb b. Aḥmad al-Shaʿrānī, copied by Nāṣir ad-Dīn
b. Ḥasan al-Laqqānī al-Mālikī (MSS Tamgrūt No. 534/898)



Fatḥ al-ʿalīm al-khallāq fī aharḥ lāmiyyat al-Zaqqāq by Muḥammad b. Aḥmad b. 
Muḥammad Mayyāra (Autograph, MSS Tamgrūt No. 310/562)



Zāwiya in Tamgrūt before Maḥammad b. Nāṣir:
- ʿAbd Allāh b. Ḥusayn al-Raqqī (d. 1045/1635)
- Aḥmad b. Ibrāhīm al-Anṣārī (d. 1052/1642)

Building for the library:
Erected between 1122/1710 and 1123/1711
After Aḥmad b. Nāṣir‘s 4th pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina



Tamgrūt
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Muḥammad al-Muḥibbī (d. 1111/1699) – Khulāṣat al-athār
ʿAbd al-Raḥmān al-Anṣārī (d. 1195/1781) – Tuḥfat al-muḥibbīn



Library catalog (2013)

Laḥmar, Ḥamīd. al-Fihris al-waṣfī li-maḫṭūṭāt Ḫizānat
az-zāwiya an-nāṣīriyya, Tāmgrūt bi-iqlīm Zāgūra, 2013.

6 vols.
4,777 manuscripts

First modern library catalog:
Muḥammad b. ʿAbd al-Hādī al-Manūnī (1985)

First step:
Narrowing down to manuscripts copied before 1720 
and for which the names of the copyist are known

Second step:
Data collection (based on 
library catalog)

 No. of the manuscript
 Title of the work
 Author of the work
 Year of death of the author
 Name of the copyist
 Year of the copy
 Script type
 Discipline

Focus of my study: 
Copyists/scribes of manuscripts



Result: 871 Manuscripts
(dated, copied before 1132/1720, 
bearing name of the copyist)



The Content of the 
Library
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Medicine

History and Geography

Biographies

Logic (manṭiq)

Principles of Islamic law (uṣūl al-fiqh)

Mathematics and astronomy

Miscellaneous

Prophetic biography (sīra)

Koran

Belief (uṣūl al-dīn)

Prophetic traditions (ḥadīth)

Arabic language and literature (ādāb)

Sufism (taṣawwuf)

Islamic law (fiqh)

NUMBER OF WORKS LISTED IN THE LIBRARY CATALOG (BY DISCIPLINE)

Dated to before 1720 Total number

Script type Number Percentage

Andalūsī 7 0,80%

Maghribī 697 80,02%

Sharqī 164 18,83%

Sūdānī 1 0,11%

Tūnisī 2 0,23%

Total 871 100%
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DISTRIBUTION OF MANUSCRIPTS IN TAMGRŪT 
BETWEEN 800 AND 1720

Number of works (by death dates of authors) Number of works (by date of copy)

MOST COMMON AUTHORS

15th century
al-Sanūsī
al-Suyūṭī
al-Azharī
al-Thaʿālibī
Aḥmad Zarrūq

16th century
al-Tatāʾī
ʿAlī al-Manūfī
al-Shaʿrānī
Aḥmad Bābā al-Timbuktī

17th century
Muḥammad Mayyāra
ʿAbd al-Bāqī az-Zurqānī
al-Kharashī
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• Annual caravans from Tamgrūt to Mecca and Medina, organized
by the Nāṣiriyya

• Studying, teaching and friendships with local scholars during
these travels, e.g. with the Mālikī scholar Nāṣir al-Dīn ʿAbd al-
Salām b. Ibrāhīm al-Laqqānī (d. 1078/1668) in Cairo



Routes to Tamgrūt

Purchase of manuscripts

e.g. Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī in the Riwāya Yūnīniyya (80 gold dinars) and Iḥyāʾ ʿulūm al-dīn
by al-Ghazālī (800 Mithqāl gold)

Manuscripts as gifts

e.g. ʿAbd al-Raḥmān al-Suwaydī al-Miknāsī gifted Maḥammad b. Nāṣir an ancient
copy of Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī in the Riwāya of Abū Dharr al-Harawī (d. 435/1044)

Endowment of entire libraries

e.g. Aḥmad b. Ibrāhīm al-Sibāʿī (d. 18th century)

Copying and commissioning of manuscripts

e.g. copies made by Maḥammad b. Nāṣir and his students in Tamgrūt



al-Munṣif min al-kalām ʿalā muġnī Ibn Hišām by Aḥmad b. Muḥammad aš-Šumunnī al-Qusanṭīnī, 
copied by Muḥammad b. Muḥammad b. Aḥmad b. Nāṣir (MSS Tamgrūt No. 1562/1624)



Maḥammad b. Nāṣir „al-Shaykh“

Copied himself:

• al-Munṣif min al-kalām ʿalā mughnī Ibn Hishām by Abū l-ʿAbbās Aḥmad b. 
Muḥammad b. Ḥasan al-Shumunnī al-Qusanṭīnī (d. 872/1468)

• al-Qāmūs al-muḥīṭ by al-Fayrūzabādī (d. 818/1415)

• the commentary on Ibn Mālik’s al-Tashīl by al-Murādī (d. 749/1348)

• part of the al-ʿIqd al-farīd of Ibn ʿAbd Rabbih (d. 328/940)

• al-Amālī of Abū ʿAlī al-Qālī (d. 356/967)



Ibrāhīm b. ʿAlī al-Darʿī al-Sibāʿī
(d. 1136/1723)

• influential student of Maḥammad b. Nāṣir and teacher of Aḥmad b. Nāṣir

• studied in Morocco with influential scholars, such as: Abū ʿAbd Allāh b. Saʿīd al-
Marghīthī al-Marrākushī (d. 1089/1678), ʿAbd al-Qādir al-Fāsī (d. 1091/1680), and 
Abū Sālim al-ʿAyyāshī (d. 1090/1679)

• studied in Egypt, Syria and the Ḥijāz with famous scholars, such as: ʿAbd al-Bāqī
al-Zurqānī (d. 1099/1688), ʿAlī al- Shabrāmallisī (d. 1087/1676), Ibrāhīm al-
Shabrakhītī (d. 1105/1694), ʿĪsā al-Thaʿālibī (d. 1080/1669), Ibrāhīm al-Kūrānī (d. 
1101/1690) and many others

• Copied, dated and signed three manuscripts in 1081/1670 and 1082/1671 in the
Tamgrūt collection, among them:

• Itḥāf rafīʿal-himma bi-wuṣūl aḥādīth shafīʿ al-umma by his teacher Ibrāhīm b. 
Ḥasan al-Kūrānī



Itḥāf rafīʿal-himma bi-wuṣūl aḥādīth shafīʿ al-umma by Ibrāhīm b. Ḥasan al-Kūrānī, 
copied by Ibrāhīm ad-Darʿī (MSS Tamgrūt No. 80/260)



Copy of the Itḥāf aḏ-ḏakī bi-šarḥ al-tuḥfa al-mursala
ilā n-nabī

Copied and brought to
Tamgrūt by Ibrāhīm al-Darʿī

Itḥāf aḏ-ḏakī bi-šarḥ al-tuḥfa al-
mursala ilā n-nabī by Ibrāhīm al-
Kūrānī

Written on request of Aḥmad 
al-Qushāshī (d. 1071/1660) 
for the Javanese community
(jamāʿat al-jāwiyya) in 
Medina

Commentary on al-Tuḥfa al-
mursala ilā rūḥ an-nabī by
Muḥammad b. Faḍl Allāh
Burhānbūrī (d. 1029/1620)

Kurdistan
Medina

North India 
Mecca/Medina

Medina

South Morocco



Ownership note on the fifth part of the Iḥyāʾ ʿulūm al-dīn

Note on the copy of the Itḥāf al-dhakī

Copied by Ibrāhīm al-Darʿī
in Medina

Purchased by Ibrāhīm al-Darʿī
in Damascus



“If you preserve them [the books] and deal with them as befits, 
may God preserve them for you and bring you more of them.”

Aḥmad b. Nāṣir al-Khalīfa (d. 1717) 
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First modern library catalog:
Muḥammad b. ʿAbd al-Hādī
al-Manūnī (1985)

Revised catalog:
Ḥamīd Laḥmar (2013)



Evaluating Script Types?




