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Introduction

Ǧamharat al-nasab
by Ibn al-Kalbī (d. 204/819)

Ansāb al-ašrāf
by al-Balādhurī (d. 279/892)

Kitāb al-Ansāb
by al-Samʿānī (d. 562/1166)



The Starting Point: The Kitāb al-
Ansāb of al-Samʿānī

• nisba (Pl. nisab): expression of relationship, part of the Arabic name
• nasab (Pl. nasab): expression of family descent – and … ?
• Contents: 4.400 nisbas, referring to places, occupations, activities, characteristics

etc.

Tāǧ al-Dīn Abū Saʿd ʿAbd al-Karīm b. Abī Bakr al-Tamīmī al-Samʿānī al-Šāfiʿī

laqab kunya ism nasab nisba nisba nisba



Attribute/Characteristics, 5

Way of life, 1

Community, 1

Place, 64Person, 33

Tribe, 19

Profession, 10

DISTRIBUTION OF NISBAS IN CHAPTER WĀW



Novelty of the Kitāb al-Ansāb

• Occasion for writing the book: Meeting with ʿUmar b. Abī l-Ḥasan al-Bisṭāmī (d. 
562/1167) in Mā-Warāʾ-al-Nahr > Urge to collect all origins (nasab/ansāb) and 
origin-denoting adjectives (nisba/nisab)

• Yazigi, Maya, “A Claim of Tajdīd for the Sixth/Twelfth Century? al-Samʿānī, his Kitāb
al-Ansāb and a Legacy Contested” Oriens, 39/2 (2011), p. 165-198.

• Szombathy, Zoltán, The Roots of Arabic Genealogy: A Study in Historical 
Anthropology, Piliscsaba, The Avicenna Inst. of Middle Eastern Studies, 2003.

• Szombathy, Zoltan, “Nasab: On the history of a concept” The Arabist, XXVI/XXVII 
(2003), p. 71-82.



The question of genre

1. What was the author's intention? In which 
discipline is he grounded?
2. On what sources is his work based?
3. What is the function of the work?



(Some of) The Sources

- Ibn al-Qaysarānī (d. 507/1113): Kitāb al-Ansāb al-muttafiqa
- Ibn Ḥibbān (d. 354/965): Kitāb al-Thiqāt
- Ibn Manda (d. 395/1005): Maʿrifat al-aṣḥāb
- Al-Zubayrī (d. 237/851): Nasab Quraysh
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Ibn al-Qaysarānī al-Samʿānī Ibn al-Athīr al-Khayḍarī al-Suyūṭī

Number of nisba entries
Iqtibās al-anwār wa-ltimās
al-azhār fī ansāb al-ṣaḥāba
wa-ruwāt al-āthār by al-
Rushāṭī (d. 542/1147)



Modes of Revision: 
> Omission of nisbas
> Correction of nisbas
> Addition of nisbas

Nisbas in the Chapter Wāw



The 
Precursor The First 

Revision

The 
Extension
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Abridgement

The 
Appendix



Comparison between …
Ibn al-Qaysarānī al-Samʿānī

https://kitab-project.org/diffViewer/

https://kitab-project.org/diffViewer/


Comparison between …
al-Samʿānī Ibn al-Athīr



Comparison between …

Ibn al-Athīr al-Suyūṭī



Comparison between …
Al-Samʿānī Al-Khayḍarī



… back to the question of genre

1. What was the author's intention? In which 
discipline is he grounded?
2. On what sources is his work based?
3. What is the function of the work?



Manz, B. (2021). Nomads in the Middle East. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Hometown of
al-Samʿānī

Place of residence of Ibn al-
Aṯīr for many years

Hometown of Ibn al-
Qaysarānī

Hometown of
al-Suyūṭī und al-ʿAjamī
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